The many faces of the value of membership?
 
Then you meet a Veteran who is qualified for legion membership and that veteran shows some apprehension in joining because of one reason or another, “I am too busy”, I don’t have time to be a part of the post”, it’s an opportunity for you to explain another face of the true value of membership. 
 
When the National Commander of The American Legion testifies in front of Congress about VA issues, when he confronts a new President on his irresponsible plan to charge combat injured veterans for their VA medical care, when any issue that demands that the National Commander and his staff confront instances where the good of Veteran aren’t being represented, you are there to help! You are there to make a difference!
 
You see, your membership is added to the other 2.6 Million wartime Veterans, to create the World’s Largest Veteran Service Organization. That’s a loud voice that makes the advocacy of the National Commander’s voice extremely more creditable and powerful. We could not successfully fight for the rights for Veterans and hold accountable our elected officials without the booming voice of the American Veteran!
 
You matter, we all matter, and we all need to be counted. Whether or not you ever have the time or need to ever step foot in your local American Legion post and participate in our many activities, you are a part of the American Legion Family. If the hustle and bustles of everyday life allows you some time free time, we welcome you to your local post. There we participate in what we call the “Four Pillars of Service”. In 1919, The American Legion was founded on four pillars: Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation, National Security, Americanism, and Children & Youth. Each of these pillars encompasses a variety of programs that benefit our nation’s veterans, its service members, their families, the youth of America and ordinary citizens. These programs make a difference in hundreds of thousands of lives each year. Our organization’s positions and programs are guided by resolutions passed by American Legion National Convention delegates, and committee and commission members who represent 2.6 million wartime veterans and their families. These programs, and the men and women who take the time to perform them, are what allow The American Legion to make a difference locally, and on the state and national levels. 
 
It’s who we are and what we do.

 
For God and Country, HOOAH,
  Robb D. Smith (1SG, US Army Ret.)

