The following resolution was passed by the Department Executive Committee at thie regularly convened meeting December 5, 2009

Whereas, ground has been broken for the new Denver VA Medical Center on the campus of the former Fitzsimons Army Base after a long struggle by The American Legion to make this event a reality, and 

Whereas, the funding for the project is expected to exceed $850 million dollars, and

Whereas, plans for a PTSD Residential Treatment Center have been proposed by the Project Eagle Planning Board, however the funds are not part of the $850 million VA major construction project, and

Whereas, it is estimated that the construction cost for this center would be $10 million and that Congress has the ability to fund this project through the VA minor construction budget, and

Whereas, it is the opinion of The American Legion that a PTSD Residential Treatment Center needs to be built separate and distinct from the major hospital center since it would be more therapeutic to have such treatment away from the sterile, white coat atmosphere of a hospital, and

Whereas, a PTSD Residential Treatment Center must take in account the needs of the entire family unit of the veteran to provide for a stable and productive return to civilian life, and a “homey” atmosphere needs to prevail in such treatment center, and

Whereas, Congress needs to appropriate the $10 million for this project, and the Project Eagle Planning Board needs to identify a site for the center in close proximity to the Medical Center as soon as possible, now therefore be it 

Resolved, by The American Legion Department of Colorado in Department Executive Committee meeting assembled in Denver, Colorado this 5th day of December 2009, That we urge all of the Colorado Congressional Delegation to support proper legislation to fully fund the Eastern Colorado Health Care PTSD Residential Treatment Center and that the funding be made available within the time frame necessary to assure the opening of the treatment center concurrent with the opening of the medical center, and be it further

Resolved, That The American Legion go on record as supporting the concept of a PTSD Residential Treatment Center as separate and distinct from the main body of the Denver VA Medical Center to assure compassionate and effective treatment for the entire family unit of a PTSD diagnosed veteran away from the sterile, and somewhat depressing, environment of a hospital, and be it finally

Resolved, that copies of this resolution be provided to the entire Colorado Congressional Delegation accompanied with a letter from our Department Commander urging support for such legislation, and that copies also be provided to the Project Eagle Planning Board, the Director of the Eastern Colorado Health Care Center and the VISN 19 Director. 
