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JAMES LINGENFELTER, JOHN McCARTNEY OUTSTANDING SERVICE OFFICER AWARD

At the 2008 Department Convention, the James Lingenfelter Award was renamed the 
James Lingenfelter, John McCartney Outstanding Service Officer Award in honor of two Service Officers who fought long and hard for individual veterans rights.


The James Lingenfelter, John McCartney Outstanding Service Officer Award is to be presented to outstanding Post Service Officers who have gone above and beyond the call of duty to secure benefits for individual veterans. This prestigious award is intended to recognize those Service Officers who excel for veterans and to encourage others to excel in their efforts on behalf of veterans.
NOMINATIONS
A. Nominations for the James Lingenfelter, John McCartney Outstanding Service Officer Award must be received by the Chairman of the VA&R Committee by May 1st each year.
B. Nominations shall be in writing, submitted electronically or on paper by the Post and signed by the Post Commander and Adjutant, providing, that the membership of the Post shall be no less than 80 percent of the preceding year. For this purpose, membership of the Post used in this calculation is to be based on the record as shown in the books of the Headquarters of the Department of Colorado on the 31st day of December of the preceding year.
C. The nomination write-up should include all relevant facts, articles, statements and details to be considered by the selection committee.

D. The Each year, before the Department Convention, the Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation Committee Chairman shall appoint a selection committee of three to act as judges. The committee shall consist of the Chairman of the Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation Committee and any other two persons the Chairman shall see fit to designate.

E. The Selection Committee shall review all nominations submitted by Posts on behalf of individual Service Officer’s and their activities for veterans since the last Department Convention. Only one outstanding Service Officer may be selected in a given year to receive this award. The decision of the Selection Committee is final.
F. The James Lingenfelter, John McCartney Outstanding Service Officer Award Committee is not required to select a recipient each year.

G. Announcement of the award is to be at each Department Convention during the VA&R Banquet, the winning Service Officer shall be formally advised by letter from the Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation Committee Chairman.

H. The name of the James Lingenfelter, John McCartney Outstanding Service Officer Award recipient shall remain confidential until the VA&R Banquet.

I. The VA&R Committee shall work with the Department Staff to ensure timely notification of the Department Staff and others as appropriate.

J. The title to the trophy shall remain with the American Legion Department of Colorado. The original with engraved plaque shall remain on display at Department Headquarters. 
K. A suitable plaque and citation describing the award shall be presented to and retained by the winning Service Officer.

