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CARE GIVER OF THE YEAR AWARD

The American Legion Department of Colorado, VA&R Committee believes there are individuals who are going the extra distance to provide exceptional care to veterans. The Department of Colorado has authorized the V A & R Committee to annually honor those individual care givers that go out of their way to provide exceptional service or care to veterans and has created the Care Giver of the Year award to recognize exceptional service to veterans.
The Care Giver of the Year Award will be presented to the eligible recipient at the VA&R Banquet held at the Department Convention held in June of each year.

AWARD CRITERIA

A. A nominee for this prestigious award must be a person regularly assisting or providing care for veteran(s) at a Colorado State Veterans Nursing Home, a Veterans Administration Hospital, Clinic, Veterans Center, Colorado State Veterans Nursing Home or other facility located in Colorado or Cheyenne, WY.
B. The award recipient may be a professional or classified staff member or a volunteer care giver.

C. Any member of the American Legion, American Legion Auxiliary or Sons of the American Legion may nominate a care giver by describing in approximately 150 words or less what the care giver has done above and beyond the normal standards of care for veterans and why the person should be recognized.

D. The nomination letter must provide the care giver’s name, the facility they are working at, and a description of what they have done or are doing that is exceptional. The letter shall contain the contact information for the individual making the nomination.

E. Nominations must be submitted to the Department Headquarters, VA&R Committee Chairman, VA&R Committee Member or VAVS Representative for the care giver’s facility by April 15th each year. All nominations must be received by the VA&R Committee Chairman no later than close of business May 1st.
F. The VA&R Committee Member or VAVS Representative for a facility receiving more than two (2) nominations, will screen the nominations and send the top two (2) nominations to the VA&R Committee Chairman no later than May 1st of each year.

G. The VA & R Selection Committee shall be designated by the VA & R Chairman no later than May 1st..

H. The V A & R Selection Committee shall meet and make the selection of the award recipient by May 15th. The Department Commander shall be a member of the  V A & R Care Giver of the Year Selection Committee. The decision of the Selection Committee is final.
I. The name of the selected individual shall remain confidential until the award ceremony at the Department Convention VA&R Banquet, at which time the award will be presented by the VA&R Chairman.

J. The VA& R Award Selection Committee shall work with Department Staff to 

ensure the timely preparation of the plaque and request the presence of the 

selected individual, and the appropriate facility director at the VA & R Reception 

at the Department Convention
